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There are other very efficient and very practical
ways in which these youth organizations assist the
government.
In a certain Soviet factory the conditions, of work
had become so bad that about 200 employes threatened
to quit. This would cripple the output of the factory
and materially retard the government programme in
that district. The director of the plant reported the
matter to the proper officials. These decided upon a
novel experiment. They enlisted the aid of the school
authorities in that particular district. The school heads
laid the matter before their pupils at a general as-
sembly.
The children decided to prevail upon their parents
to sign agreements not to leave the factory until the
end of the Five Year Plan. In order to improve con-
ditions in the factory the children offered their services
in their spare time and on those days when there was
no school. In this manner they removed the causes
which might have led to a general walkout and a dis-
astrous stopping of work.
One other instance deserves mention in this con-
nection.
In one of the remote rural districts in the Ukraine
the peasants stubbornly refused to accede to the gov-
ernment programme for collectivization. The govern-
ment emissaries in charge of the campaign, having
exhausted all peaceful methods, were about to take
drastic action. "Leave the situation to me," the local